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All articles herein, unless otherwise credited, are written by the editor 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Society, any District, 

any historian, the Archives Committee or the editor 

Hearsemen Tenor Dead at 99 

RIP Wendell Heiny 
 
Wendell Heiny, the great tenor 
of the 1955 International 
Champion Four Hearsemen, 
passed away on February 7th. 
He had been living at St. 
Andrews Village, an assisted 
living center in Aurora, 
Colorado for many years. His 
daughter Jan was with him 
when he passed. He was buried 
in his hometown of Amarillo, 
Texas. 
 
The Hearsemen are remembered for their great 
singing and their popular stage act as four deadpan 
undertakers. They even included an imaginary 
casket which they ceremoniously carried on stage. 
 
Wendell was one of the top tenors and well-liked 
members of all the past champs. He was also the 
oldest champion ever at 99. 
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PRESERVATION Now Online 

All past issues are now available via 
the Society’s website in the 

HISTORY section. 

Society’s Historical Archives Committee 2011 
 

Grady Kerr - Texas (Chairman) 
Bob Sutton - Virginia 
Bob Coant - New York 
Steve D'Ambrosio - Tennessee 
Bob Davenport – Tennessee 
Ed Dierdorff, Jr – Washington 
Ed Watson - Tennessee (Staff Liaison) 

Due to scheduling conflicts there was NOT a February or 
March 2011 Issue of PRESERVATION 

On The Cover 
The 1953 Chordettes who appear on the million selling 
record Mr. Sandman. Top - Lynn Evans (Lead), Left - 

Marjorie Needham (Tenor), Right - Janet Ertel (Bass), 
Bottom - Carol Buschmann (Baritone) 



3 

Our founder O.C. Cash had a mischievous sense of 
humor as did our other early Society pioneers. This 
note appeared in the December 1942 issue of the 
Barber Shop Re-Chordings – predecessor to The 
Harmonizer. 

A prominent attorney in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, 
who is a loyal member of the chapter in that city, but 
who asked that his name be withheld for obvious 
reasons, says this about the illustrious founder of our 
noble Society, O.C. Cash. 

“Among tax attorneys 
throughout the United States, 

O.C. Cash is known as a damned 
good baritone.  

 
Among Barber Shop Quarteters 

throughout the United States, 
O.C. Cash is known as a damned 

good tax attorney.”  

A Difference of Opinion about O.C. Cash 
Volume 2, No. 2 April 2011 
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Kentucky Thieves Target Barber Poles 

Barber Pole Cat Burglars 
Associated Press - March 21, 2011 
 
FRANKFORT, KY - Thieves have stripped two 
central Kentucky businesses of a unique feature - 
barber poles. The most recent theft happened 
Wednesday night, when someone dismantled a 75-
year-old vintage barber pole from Burke's Barber 
Shop in Frankfort. Owner Eddie Burke says 
whoever took the pole knew what they were doing 
because electrical wires were disconnected and bolts 
removed from the wall. 
 
The other theft happened March 4 at Broadway 
Barber and Styling Shop. Owner Carletta 
Cantrell told The State-Journal that whoever took 
the pole put caps on the electrical wires. The thieves 
knew what they were doing. 
 
Currently barber poles range from $200 to $2,000 on 
eBay, depending on the age and condition, on eBay.  
Frankfort Police Maj. Fred Deaton said, in 
Cantrell's case, no evidence of the theft shows up on  

Pre-Society Quartet Contests 
Many believed that the barbershop quartet 
“movement” was revived by O.C. Cash and the 
Tulsa gang. While it is true their gathering resulted 
in the Society we know today, there were others 
singing barbershop around the country. 

 
 
 

One example is seen 
in this photo found on 
the New York City’s 

Parks and 
Recreation 

Department’s  
website. 

 

 

security cameras from a nearby federal building. In both cases, the thefts happened near where witnesses 
could have seen them. But Office Pub and Deli owner John Presley, whose business is near Burke's shop, 
said his employees saw nothing. “The pole was there when we left.” 
 
Burke said he bought the vintage red and white barber's symbol when he opened in 1972. “I had it refurbished 
and it was lighted and revolved,” Burke said, estimating it will cost at least $1,000 to replace. 

The administration of Parks Commissioner Robert 
Moses sponsored a citywide Barbershop Quartet 

Contest from 1934 until the 1960s. Each borough sent a 
group to the finals, which were held on the Mall in 

Central Park.  
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Mary Ann Schmitt – Sweetheart 2011 

A Special Singing 
Valentine 
 
This past February 14th a very special Singing 
Valentine was delivered by some special singers for 
a very special lady. One of the singers was Jim Foy 
(bass of the 1975 Happiness Emporium). He tells 
us the story. 
 
Even after we pulled up in front of the Tom Schmitt 
home I hadn’t put two and two together. It was our 
eighteenth and final gig of the day. We did our first 
gig at 7:15 in the morning and here we were doing 
our final at 8:30 in the evening. 
 
When we were ushered inside I saw Mary Ann 
Schmitt sitting there, and it all clicked. This 
Valentine was for the widow of one of our greatest 
Champs, Jim Schmitt, of the Schmitt Brothers 
Quartet. She was as surprised as I was and singing 
Let Me Call You Sweetheart to her was an emotional 
moment. 
 
The highlight of the day! 
 
Mary Ann lives in Sheboygan, WI, and was in the 
Twin Cities (Minneapolis, MN area) to have a hip 
replacement. She was on the mend and staying at 
her son's home in Roseville. Tom Schmitt is the CEO 
of the hospital in Woodbury where she chose to have 
her surgery. 
 
Tom and his wife arranged to have a Valentine 
quartet come in during the evening when they were 
all there. Mary Ann is the epitome of life and is very 
spry and getting around nicely only one week after 
her surgery. 
 
In a special note to Jim Foy and the quartet, 
Mary Ann wrote: 
 
“Music heals the body and soul. I am still on cloud 
nine after receiving my Singing Valentine. Yes, it 
was extremely emotional for me.  
 
As I told you, when Jim was home with hospice, he 
said very little; a word here or there. Then nine days 
before he died, he started singing, My Wild Irish  

Rose.  I sang with him, so he wouldn’t stop. We often 
sang together. Then I asked him to sing 
With Someone Like You (our theme song). He did.  I 
said, “Let's do it again.” He did.  Then I said let's 
sing Let Me Call You Sweetheart.  He did. 
 
That was all. He did not speak again. My daughter-
in-law grabbed her cell phone and recorded it. I 
have not yet had the nerve to watch it. 
  
So you see how emotional it was for me to have you 
sing Let Me Call You Sweetheart and it was so 
beautifully done. Thank you for all the joys you have 
brought to us as the Schmitt Brothers did for others. 
 
I won’t make it to Kansas City but will be there in 
spirit and watching. My daughter has again made 
plans for our annual webcast party. 
 
As Saint Augustine said, “Those who sing pray 
twice”.  Barbershoppers certainly do that with all 
the joy they spread world-wide. Can there be any 
society better than the Barbershop Society?  
 
It has been 60 years since the Schmitt Brothers won 
the International and I still have such dear 
friends!!!!  
 
Keep the Whole 
World Singing” 
 
 
Mary Ann Schmitt 

Left to Right - Mac Barlass (t), Mike Fransson (l), Mary 
Ann Schmitt, Jim Foy (bs), Rick Anderson (br). 
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We Got Mail 
 
Again, you have done an excellent job producing 
Preservation. 
 
I’d like to make one small correction:  Bill Hanna 
was not just an honorary member, he was also a 
singing member of the (San Fernando Valley, CA) 
Valleyaires Chorus.  He participated in all of our 
chapter activities and, if memory serves me right, 
was a chapter board member. He was made an 
honorary member after HQ got wind of who he was. 
 
Another person of note was Rudy Wissler, who was 

the voice of Scotty Beckett when 
Scotty played Asa Yoelson (Al 
Jolson) as a child in The Jolson 
Story. Later he sang on many 
popular radio shows.  He was also 
lead in the second place Pacificaires 
quartet. 
 
Bob Lally just completed his term as 
FWD president. 

 
Bill Hanna, Bob Lally, Burt Mustin, Rudy 
Wissler and James Gregory (and I) were all 
members of the Valleyaires. 
 
Shelley Herman 
saherman@pacbell.net 
 
 
 
 

This evening I was clearing out 
some old e-files and discovered 
a recent post from the amazing 
Barbershop Historian, Grady 
Kerr. In the past, “Grades” has 
produced some truly remarkable 
work. His January issue of 
“Preservation” deserves to be 
read, kept and discussed by 

everyone who has thrilled to a ringing barbershop 
chord. Kudos, Grady. Your finest work, yet! 
 
Steve Shannon 
Total Performance Coach, 
Chorus Director, Quartet Guy 
sshannon01@comcast.net 

Remembering Wendell 
Wendell Heiny and the Four Hearsemen were an 
inspiration to the Lads Of Enchantment. They 
invited us to sing on the Amarillo show (our very 
first show out of town). The show was headlined by 
the champion Orphans and silver medalists 
Hearsemen. We felt honored to share the stage with 
such tremendous talent! Both quartets insisted that 
we consider entering the competition circuit. 
Wendell was influential in teaching us the 
importance of "telling the story" of the song.  
 
Wendell was part of a sound that will never be 
duplicated in this Society. We shared many billings 
with the Hearsemen and I can truly say they were 
gentlemen of the highest order. 
 
Carl Wright - Baritone 
Lads Of Enchantment - 1957 champs 

A superb issue
 as all the 

previous ones 
have been. All

 

have been educ
ational and 

informative. I
 congratulate 

all 

on your team f
or Preserving 

our 

history and pa
ssing it on to

 

newer members.
 Continue your

 

great work. 

 
Dave Millson 

Secretary, Car
olinas Distric

t 

Past CSLT Dixi
e District. 

mmillson@carolina.rr.com 
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Carlton Wright second from left 
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Through the years there have been numerous music 
books published that featured four-part harmony 
arrangements. You’ve probably owned several of 
these and still have them stashed away in a closet. 
We know who you are! 
 
Thanks to Super Historian / Collector / Archivist 
James Given of Ft. Walton Beach, Florida, we now 
have a nearly complete list of these books and the 
songs they include. James is an avid collector of all 
kinds of barbershop music. This and his other 
catalogs have been meticulously compiled and are 
updated regularly. 
 
Some were published by the Society, but many were 
provided by non-barbershop music publishers. It’s 
interesting to note that many of these arrangements 
are “outdated” and might “sound” quite different 
than the songs being sung today. There might even 
be a reason why many of these old arrangements 
have been forgotten. 
 
Many of these music books bring back special 
memories for many songsters. These arrangements 
capture what it was like “back in the old days” and 
many prefer these still. 

It’s still fun to revive them and sing them the way 
the Society pioneers sang ‘em. 
 
Many of these music books show up on eBay from 
time to time. Obtaining and preserving one of these 
might be fun for your quartet or chorus. 
 
Again, we thank James for his diligent cataloguing 
of this important history. The complete list is 
available on the Society website as “Barbershop 
Style Song Books” 

  
This collection list is SEARCHABLE! 

Did You Sing From Any of These? 

Vintage Music Books Catalogued  

Volume 2, No. 2 April 2011 
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There is also now available via the Society website 
James’ list of “Historical Catalogs of Society 
Publ i shed  Songbooks  and  Ind iv idua l 
Arrangements.” 
 
Some of these are no longer listed in the active BHS 
catalog. Some COULD be added (by special 
request) and made available on a case-by-case basis, 
based on research conducted by our Library & 
Licensing Coordinator, Erin Elkins. 
 
If you would like to purchase any of the 
arrangements within these listings and do not see 
them listed in our catalog, please contact Erin at 
library@barbershop.org or by calling her at 
800.876.7464, x. 4127. 
 

 

Society Library & Licensing Coordinator  
Erin Elkins 

Volume 2, No. 2 April 2011 
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Society CEO Ed 
Watson to retire 
July 15  
 
After six wonderful years of 
hard work and dedication to 
the cause of preserving and 
encouraging barbershop 
harmony, I find I must move 
on. Quoting from my 
upcoming column for The 
Harmonizer: 
 
“I have asked the Society Board to accept my 
resignation effective July 15, 2011. I am doing this 
for my own good and the good of the Society. It is 
with pride and humility (an odd combination, don't 
you think?) that I step down from the greatest job in 
the world, and yet also with regret at the things I did 
not accomplish. I could never hope to match the 
superb and superlative nature of this career, so I 
will be retiring and enjoying my family.  
 
The regret I feel is that I could not, no matter my 
personal level of effort, stop the slide in Society 
membership that began in the late 1980s and 
continues to this day. Last year we slowed the 
decline, and so far in 2011 we are showing positive 
growth, but we have many pitfalls ahead and much 
to do to grow like we should.” 
 
The new Society CEO will be chosen by the Society 
Board of Directors; details of the search will be 
released as they become available. An interim 
manager (to be determined) will begin working with 
me sometime in June and will serve as the bridge to 
the new CEO until the transition has been 
completed.  
 

Society Executives / Executive 
Directors through the Years 

  
Carroll Adams  
1941 – 1952 - first Society Executive 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 

Bob Hafer  
1953 -1963 (International 

Secretary/Executive Director- 
Detroit Office/Kenosha) 

 
 
Barry Best  
1963-1977 
 
 
 
 

Hugh Ingraham 
 1977 - 1988 

 
 
Joe Liles  
1988 – 1995 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Darryl Flinn 

 1995- 2004 
 

 
 
Don Harris 
2004 – 2005 
 
 
 
 
 

Roger Lewis 
April 2005 – July 2005 

(Interim) 
 
 

Editor’s Note: 
Ed Watson has been a magnificent supporter of 
those of us who work to preserve our heritage. The 
Society Archives Committee has benefited from his 
guidance and encouragement. It has been an honor 
to work with Ed all these years. We wish him well. 
 
He joins a short list of dedicated men who have led 
the Society staff and administrators. 

Volume 2, No. 2 April 2011 
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Chapters Seek Historians 

Does YOUR Chapter have a  
Historian? 

We’re pleased to see so many chapters identifying the importance of 
their past by appointing and supporting a chapter historian position. 
Each group has its own unique history and it should be preserved and 
promoted. Everyone agrees but the hard part is finding the right guy. 
Sometimes overlooked is the fact that this member doesn’t necessarily 
need to be the “old guy.”  In many cases the chapter leadership just 
needs to ASK! 
 
As an example, one such chapter put this announcement out to its 
membership: 
 
“Your chapter president and the board are seeking an individual who 
would be interested in taking the role of Chapter Historian, working 
with the Society Historian, in compiling and updating the information 
about our long-lived, and unique history. If you are interested, contact 
any member of the Board of Directors, or drop a reply to this email.” 
 
There are now several documents for historians available on the 
Society website: 
 
• A Manual for District and Chapter Historians 
• How to be a Successful Historian 
• Reunions 101 
 
So, does YOUR chapter have a Historian? Ask your leadership if 
you’re not sure. You might be surprised to find the guy just waiting to 
be asked. You might find it’s a rewarding job which benefits the 
membership with little or no cost to the chapter. 

Volume 2, No. 2 April 2011 
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Many barbershop “veterans” are 
aware of the connections between the famous female 
quartet, The Chordettes, and the Barbershop 
Harmony Society, but our younger members may 
not have heard the story. It’s an interesting 
connection and their “barbershop” experience played 
an important part in their career and, ultimately, their 
fame. They would become extremely popular and 
score numerous hits between 1954 and 1961. 

The Chordettes first organized in 1946 in 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin. The “girls” were Janet 
Ertel, Carol Buschmann (Janet’s sister-in-law), 
Dorothy “Dottie” Hummitzsch Schwartz and 
Virginia Cole Osborn (Jinny). Alice Mae 
Buschmann Phelps (Janet's sister and later Carol's 
sister-in-law) started with the group but left in June 
1947 replaced by Carol. 
 
Jinny’s father, O.H. King Cole, was an avid 

barbershopper and would 
soon become the Barbershop 
Harmony Society’s eighth 
International President 
(serving from 1948 to 1950).  
 
He was a jolly, good looking 
man with a distinguished 
handlebar mustache. 

Cole was President of the Kingsbury Brewery (who 
produced beer known by the slogans, the Aristocrat 
of Beer and Fit for a King). He travelled a great deal 
and was seldom home so it was left to Jinny’s 
mother to drive them to and from performances. 
 
The Chordettes made their first public appearance at 
a barber shop show held in the auditorium of 
Sheboygan's North High School (now Urban Middle 
School) in September 1946. 
 
Carol remembers, “King Cole took his daughter, 
Jinny, to her first Barbershop convention in 
Cleveland in 1946. There she got the idea to form a 
quartet with girls. We had all sung in high school in 
the chorus and small groups. Mr. Cole had some 
arrangements around the house so she got together 
a couple girls and started singing the barbershop 
style. After a little coaching from a musician friend 
of Mr. Coles, Milton Detjen, they put us on the 
Sheboygan Show.” 

“During the next three years we traveled all over the 
country on all the biggest barbershop shows plus 
many club dates in Milwaukee, Chicago and a lot 
for General Motors in Detroit.” 
 
“Barbershop shows and afterglows were the MOST 
fun of our entire career. My fondest memories were 
our appearances in Louisville, KY, Evansville, IN 
(arranged by Society President Jerry Beeler) and 
Oklahoma City, OK (arranged by Hank Wright).” 
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Written and researched by Grady Kerr - BHS Historian 

The Chordettes and Barbershop 

1947 Dorothy, Jinny, Janet and Alice Mae 

The girls sing to King Cole (March 1949 Harmonizer) 

The Chordettes - continued next page 
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They did a lot of shows 
with the Mid-States 4 
and knew Bob and 
Buzz Haeger very well. 
In fact it was Bob who 
recommended Margie as 
a replacement for Jinny. 
 

It was in 1949 the Chordettes, already seasoned 
performers, appeared on Arthur Godfrey's radio 
program Talent Scouts. Ted Rau, tenor of the 
Garden State Quartet (1946 champs) introduced 
them on the show. 
They were an instant 
hit and Godfrey was 
bombarded with 
t e l e g r a m s  f r o m 
barbershop fans all 
over the country. The 
show had never had 
such a reaction. 
 
The girls won the contest earning the right to appear 
on Godfrey’s simulcast TV/radio shows. They were 
so good and became so popular that they earned 
“feature status” on Godfrey's weekday radio 
program. They also began performing on his weekly 
Wednesday night TV show. 

 
Carol recalls, “On one 
show we performed a 
well-known song by 
our friends, The 
G a r d e n  S t a t e 
Quartet, Down on 
Thoity Thoid and 
Thoid. It was fun but 

we had to tap dance during the song. It was the first 
(and thankfully, the last) time we had to tap dance.” 
 
They went on to record several songs, mostly 
barbershop, for Columbia Records. 

In 1953, Godfrey's music director and orchestra 
leader, Archie Bleyer, founded his own label - 
Cadence Records. He signed a number of Godfrey 
regulars and former regulars, including the 
Chordettes. 

Unfortunately Godfrey was well known for his 
controlling nature behind the scenes. It wasn’t until 
Julius La Rosa was fired ON THE AIR by Godfrey 
that his true nature was known. This was a PR 
nightmare for Godfrey. He also resented Bleyer 
forming his own record company and “stealing” his 
talent. Bleyer and the Chordettes were summarily 
“fired” from the Godfrey show in April 1953. 
 

Volume 2, No. 2 April 2011 

The Columbia recordings came with two song 
folios of these Walter Latzko arrangements.  

The girls pose with special guests on the Godfrey Show, 
The Four Teens - 1952 Champs - Jinny, Lynn, Carol, 

Janet with John Steinmetz, Jim Chinnock, Don Lamont 
and Don Cahall. (1953 Harmonizer) 

The Chordettes - continued next page 

The Chordettes - continued 
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After what was to be their last show they recall 
Godfrey telling them “You girls never sang more 
beautifully.” Before the next show they were 
unsympathetically informed by phone that their 
“services were no longer needed”. It was the end of 
their three and a half years of weekly appearances. 

 
The Chordettes were shocked 
and, not surprisingly, very 
worried about their future. 
Looking back it was the best 
thing to happen to the group. 
They went on to bigger and 
better things. 
 
While there WERE other 
popular female groups 

around this time (McGuire Sisters, Fontaine 
Sisters & The Andrews Sisters) The Chordettes 
would become the most popular and long-lived of all 
the girl groups. 

They had a number of hits for Cadence. The 
Chordettes became well known for their hit songs, 
such as Lollipop, Zorro, Never on Sunday, Eddie My 
Love, Born to Be with You, Lay Down Your Arms, 
and Just Between You and Me. 

They went on several tours and also appeared in 
Vegas. They have fond memories of working up a 
real “act” that included special 
choreography and even (gasp) talking 
between songs. Their appearances at 
the famous Thunderbird Hotel and 
Resort are still special memories. 
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The Chordettes - continued 

Jinny Cole Osborn    tenor   1946 to June 1953 AND Nov. 1956 to the end 
Dorothy “Dottie” Schwartz  lead   1946 to Dec. 1952 
Janet Ertel Bleyer   bass   1946 to April 1958 (she remains for recordings) 
Alice Mae Buschmann  baritone  1946 to June 1947 
Carol Buschmann   baritone  June 1947 to the end 
Lynn Evans    lead   January 1953 to the end 
Marjorie Needham   tenor   July 1953 to December 1956 / 1959 (bari) 
Nancy Overton   bass   April 1958 to March 1962 (touring only) 
Joyce Weston Creatore  bass   March 1962 to end (touring only) 

Through the years there were NINE “Chordettes” 

March 1955 Harmonizer Ad 
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Sandman started making it big while they played the 
clubs. New York radio station WNEW DJ Al 
“Jazzbeaux” Collins was so impressed (or crazy) 
he played “Sandman” 32 times - in a row. He was 
fired for this. Mr. Sandman, with the now famous 
bell chords, took on a life of his own and became 
their biggest hit. 
 
On October 30, 1954 Mr. Sandman surprised them 
by making the Billboard charts and reached #1 in the 
States and #11 in the UK. It soon sold over a million 
copies and stayed on the charts as #1 for 20 weeks. 

 

On August 5, 1957, The Chordettes made their first 
of several American Bandstand appearances. This 
was the first episode of that show to be broadcast 
nationally on the ABC Television network. They 
also appeared on the Ed Sullivan Show four times. 
 
The girls got to know a LOT of barbershoppers 
though the years and made a huge impact on the 
barbershop world, inspiring both men and women. A 
young Freddie King recalled “I was 16 and 
attended my first barbershop show. We got standing 
room only tickets and stood in the back. One of the 
groups on the show was The Chordettes. They came 
out and sang Running Wild We’d never heard 
anything like it. I attended my first chapter meeting 
the next week.” 
 
“Sandman” is STILL popular and continues to 
appear on TV and in films including Back to the 
Future, Philadelphia, Uncle Buck, Nip/Tuck, The 
Simpsons and several of the Halloween films. 
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The Chordettes - continued next page 

The Chordettes - continued 

The Chordettes On Tour 
They toured eight countries. Here they are deplaning with 

Jinny, Lynn, Janet and Margie with Andy Williams, the Everly 
Brothers, Janet's daughter, Jackie, and Archie Bleyer. This 

photo was probably taken in Germany 1959. 

Margie shows off her Gold Record  
for Mr. Sandman 

Trivia: That’s Archie Bleyer on the record as the voice of Mr Sandman – “... 
Yes?” and providing the “knee slapping” rhythms. 

Year Chordettes Singles 
1954 "Mr. Sandman" 1 

1956 

"The Wedding" 91 

"Eddie My Love" 14 

"Born To Be With You" 5 

"Lay Down Your Arms" 16 

"Teen Age Goodnight" 45 

1957 
"Just Between You and Me" 8 

"Soft Sands" 73 

1958 
"Lollipop" 2 

"Zorro" 17 

1959 
"No Other Arms No Other Lips" 27 

"A Girl's Work Is Never Done" 89 

1960 "A Broken Vow" 102 

1961 
"Never On Sunday" 13 

"Faraway Star" 90 

Highest Chart 
Position  

Photo courtesy of Shlomo Ben-Yaacov 
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Family & Personnel Changes 
Janet married Archie Bleyer in 
1954. Their daughter Jackie 
married another Cadence 
recording star, Phil Everly of 
The Everly Brothers. 
 
In 1952, Lynn Evans replaced 
Dorothy Schwartz, and in 1953, 
Margie Needham replaced 
Jinny Osborn who left on an 
extended maternity leave. Carol appears on all the 
Cadence recordings. Nancy joined as the bass after 
Janet retired and does not appear on any Chordettes 
recordings. Joyce Creatore replaced Nancy for the 
touring group and also does not appear on any of the 
recordings. 

 
In addition to appearing as the 
tenor on the famous recording of 
“Sandman”, Margie also made 
another special “arrangement”. 
She fell in love with the guy who 
was hired to be the arranger, 
coach and confidant for the 

Chordettes on the 
Arthur Godfrey Show, a 
young musical genius 
named Walter Latzko. 
 
Many barbershoppers 
know Walter as a 
master craftsman of 
1226 arrangements. The most famous for his work 
with such groups as the 1950 Buffalo Bills, 1961 
Suntones and 1978 Bluegrass Student Union. 
 
He and Margie were married in December 1953 only 
months after she joined the group. She was also the 
substitute baritone for Carol when she took a 
maternity leave in 1959. 
 
In 1964 The Chordettes disbanded. Janet decided to 
stop touring and left the group. Jinny decided to go 
home to California and care for her mother who was 
in ill health. Carol also felt like it was time to retire. 
They all decided to “go out on top” ... and did. 

Their last show was as headliners at the Tri-State 
Fair held in Superior, Wisconsin & Duluth, 
Minnesota, the first week of August 1964. 
 
They continued to try to get together annually and 
reminisce about the old days and even sing a little. 

They were inducted into The Vocal Group Hall of 
Fame in 2001. The girls attended and proudly 
accepted the honor but decided not to perform on the 
show. Due to distances they hadn’t actually 
rehearsed in years. They could still sing but didn’t 
feel comfortable singing for a large audience again. 
 
However, Michigan Jake bari, Joel Wilson 
remembers hearing them sing up close and personal. 
 
“We all were gathered in a hotel ballroom after the 
show. It was kind of a cast party. Lots of other 
inductees were there, Mary Wilson (of the 
Supremes), The Lettermen, the Lennon Sisters, The 
Orioles and The Vogues.” 
 
“The Chordettes were simply sitting around a table 
and began singing (just for themselves). Of course 
they chose to sing Mr. Sandman. Their famous 
perfect blend was STILL there. I had grown up 
hearing this song and now, here they are singing so 
close it was like hearing them in headphones.” 
 
Their singing was like a magnet. Almost everyone in 
the room, even the famous, gravitated toward the 
table. Some had tears in the eyes. At the end of the 
song there was thunderous applause. Even the girls 
were a bit overwhelmed.” 
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The Chordettes - continued 

The Chordettes were honored by the Vocal Group Hall of 
Fame in 2001 - left to right - Jinny, Lynn, Carol and Joyce  

(photo courtesy VGHOF) 

Archie Bleyer  

Walter Latzko 
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Due to recent deaths, poor health and most 
importantly the lack of four parts ... 2001 was the 
LAST time the Chordettes would ever sing together 
again. 
 
But, The Chordettes are STILL popular and 
Sandman has been going strong for 57 years and 
counting. It was used recently on the Fox TV show 
House (February 7th, 2011). 
 
A Chordettes song even appeared this year in a 
Super Bowl commercial for Carmax. The song used 
was “Lonely Lips” and can still be found on 
YouTube. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2ajessCAh8 

Today their old friend and fellow Cadence recording 
artist Andy Williams owns the Chordettes’ masters 
through his record company, Barnaby Records. 
 
Margie and the others still get royalty checks each 
time their recordings are sold, or when used on TV, 
in movies or commercials, and now even when they 
sell through iTunes (or another digital download 
site). 
 
Without wanting to be too intrusive I asked Margie 
how much money they made off the songs over the 
last 50 years. Margie said, “Oh, I don’t really know, 
but I do remember getting my first royalty check and 
being able to buy a nice piano.” 
 
Asked if they ever got tired of singing Sandman, 
they are all in harmony and unanimous – “NO!” 
 
They were guests of the Society and attended the 
1992 International convention in New Orleans. They 
also attended the 1993 Corpus Christi Mid-Winter 
convention. They sang in several hospitality rooms  
and had a blast. 

 
 
If you don’t have 
any Chordettes 
recordings or have 
long since 
misplaced your old 
LPs, we can 
recommend this 
three CD collection 
found on several 
sites. It includes 66 
songs and costs 
only about $30. 
 
Where Are They Now 
Alice May died in January 4, 1981 at the age of 56 
Janet died on November 22, 1988 at the age of 75 
Jinny died on May 19, 2003 at the age of 75 
Nancy died on April 5, 2009 
 
Walter Latzko passed away in September 2010. He 
and Margie were married 56 years. 
 
Janet married Archie Bleyer in 1954. He died in 
March 20, 1989 only four months after she passed. 
 
Both Carol Buschmann and Dorothy “Dotty” 
Schwartz still live in Sheboygan where it all started. 
Lynn Evans is in Elyria, Ohio and Marjorie 
Needham is in Blooming Grove, NY. Joyce Creatore 
lives in Boca Raton, Florida. 
 
There’s a facebook page and a book in the works by 
the un-official historian for the quartet Scott 
Lewandoske (chordettesfan@bytehead.com). His 
faceboook page is: 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=114676511905892&ref=search 
 
He has compiled a great deal of research and plans 
for his book to be titled: The Chordettes - from 
Sheboygan, Mr. Sandman, Send Me A Dream. No 
release date has been set. 
 
Carol made a special point to say: 
“Singing on the barbershop shows and afterglows 
were absolutely the best and the most fun in our 
career. Thanks to all the barbershoppers. You made 
us what we are today – we couldn’t have done it 
without you.” 
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The Chordettes - continued 

Super Bowl Commercial recreating 
nostalgia with a Chordettes song 
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Editors Note 
What a joy it was to research and write this 
retrospective on the Chordettes. I “stole” from many 
sources and enjoyed working out the conflicts and 
gaps. Of course, I have known Margie for many 
years. So chatting with her was – as always – a 
pleasure. She’s such a sweet lady. She was kind 
enough to introduce me to Carol and Lynn. I’m sure 
you can imagine how much fun it was to talk with 
them and listen to them reminisce. 
 
At one point, when talking with Carol, we were 
discussing a particular song. Without even thinking 
about it, in order to recall the tune, she began to 
SING it. Now, I think it is inherent in her Mid-
Western upbringing. She is so gracious, humble and 
unassuming that she didn’t realize she was singing 
aloud. She was certainly NOT aware of how special 
this was for a fan like me to actually have one of the 
Chordettes singing ... TO ME! It made my day and 
inspired me to do an even better job on this article. 
Thanks girls! I hope you enjoy the article. I have! 

gk 

 
[Disclaimer – we attempted to identify all 
the members correctly through the years  
and hope we didn’t confuse anyone. There 
were SEVERAL last names to deal with. 
Please accept our sincere apology to any of 
the girls who were not identified properly 
in the proper time frame. We did our best.] 
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Our goal is to maintain and promote our Heritage. We do so by maintaining the 
largest collection of Society and Barbershop Harmony artifacts on the planet. 
Despite our best efforts the archives is still in the “storage stage”. Since the move 
from Harmony Hall in Kenosha, WI we’ve not been able to find enough Society 
money to get done what’s needed. 
 
We dream of the day the vast collection is available to the membership for 
education and research. We have a plan in place and are working it as we can. 
 
We have the full support of the HQ staff and the Society Board of Directors but 
funds are scarce. We can only succeed by generating donations from those 
interested in preserving our past. 
 
 
 
 
 
Harmony Foundation has a special fund set up to earmark your donations for the 
Archives. We encourage you to give what you can. (No donation is too small.) 
 
To direct your donation to the Archives you MUST point it to the  

“Heritage Fund” 
  

Go to the Harmony Foundation website www.harmonyfoundation.org 
 – on the top tool bar click on “Ways To Give” and then “General Donations”. Fill 
in the form and be sure to add, under notes ... Heritage Fund. 

We appreciate all your support and plan to continue our work for a long time. 

Help Preserve Your Heritage 

The Archives Committee Needs 
YOUR Support! 

Phone: 615-823-5611 or 866-706-8021 
Fax: 615-823-5612 

Email: hf@harmonyfoundation.org 
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